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Opioid Lifeline Community Service Project
Ekrem Cetinkaya OMS-I, Cam’ron Klotz, Harvy Patel
Rowan University School Of Osteopathic Medicine

Introduction
The opioid epidemic has claimed the lives of thousands of people over the
last decade due to overprescribing, synthetic opioids, and lack of treatment
options. Project Opioid Lifeline was created as a mission to combat this
issue by equipping the Camden County, NJ population with the necessary
information to advocate for themselves and others. This project aims to
find and centralize available resources for residents of Camden County
by including addiction treatment centers, Narcan training and distribution,
and unused medication drop off locations. Over the last nine months,
partnerships were formed with community leaders and organizations, such
as the Neuromusculoskeletal Institute (NMI) and treatment centers like
Eleanor Health to back the service project and help those who were been
impacted by the epidemic. This project has become a movement and
expanded to social media platforms to spread the message
#TooClosetoOverDose, indicating that the resources are within hands
reach and opioid addiction can be beat.

The Problem

Proposed Interventions
In order to combat the opioid epidemic, we propose the use of a
multifaceted approach that would involve compiling resources, partnering
with local organizations, and finding ways to inform the public on the
dangers of the epidemic as well as treatment options. We propose five
components to the mission.
Identify local barriers to opioid treatment and access to care.

Distribution of flyers that explains the dangers of an
overdose, and gives management and treatment options for
vaccine clinics, local stores and hotels.
Create connections between community and local partners. Partner
with local organizations like the NMI and Eleanor health to
organize virtual seminars and events with the community.

Identifying Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) to
train providers in co-prescribing Naloxone practices.

Starting/supporting social media pages that provide a
continuous source of information and establishes a
sustainable project.

Conclusion
Camden County has the second highest opioid deaths and hospital visits. It
was discovered that opioid treatment and management resources were not
widely known and often hard to find. Furthermore, the accessibility of
Narcan, a life saving overdose reversing medication, was limited.
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Developing a centralized source of information is an effective method of
combating the opioid epidemic that can be used in other communities. By
introducing a flyer with useful information on preventing and treating
opioid addiction, the knowledge barrier of accessing treatment and
resources can be addressed. Fostering connections between organizations
and community leaders increases shared resources and identifies new
areas of service. Implementation of the proposed interventions will aid to
combat the opioid epidemic.
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